THE FRUITS OF CHRISTIANITY
" BEWARE of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but Inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles ? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good "tree cannQt bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree brirfg forth good fruit Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is [should be] hewn down, and cast' into the fire. Wherefore, by their fruits ye shall know them." Such was the sensible test which Jesus of Nazareth Is said (Matt viL, 15-20) to have given to his followers, that they might apply It to those who pretended to a divine mission, and thus have^ an infallible criterion whereby they might discern the reality or falsehood of the claim. It cannot be unwise or unfair to apply to Christianity the test of Christ, and so discover whether or no It is a message from a good and loving God, designed for the regeneration of man.
History shall be our guide to pluck for us the fruits which are to prove the goodness or the badness of the tree planted, we are told, more than eighteen centuries ago.
Three hundred years after the supposed death of the alleged founder of Christianity, a candidate for the Imperial throne was converted to the faith, and became, with Christian help, sole ruler of the Roman empire. He was the buttress of his new religion; he was present at the Council of Nicrea, that settled the relative positions of the persons of the Christian Trinity; he passed laws to put down Paganism; he confiscated the property of heretics for "the benefit of the orthodox; he bought converts by the thou-. sand with gold; he poured wealth into the Church's lap, and the treasurers of public money lavished It, by his command, on the Christian bishops; all that a man and an emperor could do to strengthen a religion Constantine did for Christianity. The fruits it bore in him were clearly marked; he put off his baptism till the close of his life, so